
Geography
Human Society and Its Environment



What is Geography?

Geography is social (human) science. 
Through a study of geography students 
learn about human interaction with 
environments and the impact of, and 
responses to, environmental change.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sgGb8BM2TBk


Geography is suited to students 
studying a HSC plus ATAR pathway.

Students should have a high level of 
achievement in Stage 5 geographical 
skills and essay writing, and possess a 
keen interest in geographical issues.

Prerequisites: English - top 30% and  
70% and above Stage 5 Geography

Who Can Study Geography?



Global Challenges (45% of course time). A study of the 
social, cultural, political, economic and environmental 
challenges which are occurring at the global scale.

Senior Geography Project (10% of course time ). An 
independent research task.

3. Biophysical Interactions 45 %  of course time). A study 
of the relationship between air, water, earth and living 
organisms, and how to sustainably manage these 
environments. 

The Preliminary course: Foundations



The Preliminary course: Foundations



Ecosystems at Risk (33.3% of course time)

Urban Places (33.3% of course time )

People and Economic Activity (33.3% of 
course time)

H.S.C Course Outline



1. Coastal Sand Dunes - natural 
processes,  human impacts and 
management.

2. Coral Reefs - natural processes,  
human impacts and management

Topic 1: Ecosystems at Risk



- World cities
- Urban dynamics of a large city 

(Sydney)
- Mega cities

Topic 2: Urban Places



Topic 3: People and Economic Activity. The impact of tourism at a global and local scale



● Section 1: 20 Multiple choice skills 
style questions. 20 marks.

● Section 2:  Short answer questions. 
40 marks.

● Section 3: Two essays. Answer 2 
question from 3 available options. 40 
marks

Total = 100 marks

The H.S.C Exam



Fieldwork is compulsory in Year 11 and Year 12



Why study Geography?
The study of Geography allows students to 
perceive the world in a variety of ways. It helps 
them to make sense of a complex and changing 
world.

Geography promotes skills and understandings 
transferable and applicable to the world of work.

Stage 6 prepares students for post-school 
studies and future employment, and for active 
participation as informed citizens.

Teachers with HSC Marking experience.



Geography and Life 
After Waverley 
College



Links

● NESA Syllabus and assessment

● NESA HSC Papers

Thank you for viewing this presentation. 
If you have any further questions please 
get in contact.

Mr Adam Wallington
Head of Human Society and Its 
Environment (HSIE)

awallington2@waverley.nsw.edu.au

Questions?

https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/wcm/connect/44b0bedc-7902-41eb-8cb8-7f15829488ee/geography-st6-syl-from2010+Geography.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/resource-finder/hsc-exam-papers/2019/geography-2019-hsc-exam-pack



